106              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
operator will need to prepare himself. The right arm should be washed and greased with vaseline. When the animal strains violently it is often necessary to administer a sedative, such as chloral or chloroform. This is dangerous when attempted by an untrained person. The continual straining makes replacement difficult. The assistant may pinch the animal's back to keep her from straining excessively.
One of the chief drawbacks to rapid replacement of the womb is its swollen condition. It may be twice its normal size. Strong disinfectants will increase the swelling. The less the uterus is irritated, the better the results. The same precautions that apply to the preparations for the removal of an afterbirth are necessary here. Watch for cuts on hands and arms and have the finger-nails short and smooth. Use the left hand to support the protruding mass. If the womb is entirely everted, the mass may need more than the uplifting pressure of the left hand. Double up the right fist with the finger-nails turned in. Beginning at the part nearest the body of the cow, start to push the womb back into place. Do not allow the cow to lie down. This may require fortitude on the part of both animal and helpers. The cow will strain at regular intervals. Between these periods of straining, work fast and keep pushing or feeding the womb backwards. When the animal is felt to start straining again, cease further efforts but hold the fist and arm in place to prevent losing whatever progress has been made. Between the intervals of straining and resting, the uterus will gradually be replaced.
This is more difficult than it sounds. It is slow painstaking labor. Sometimes the womb is almost all back in, only to be thrown out by a sudden strain when the worker relaxes vigilance for a moment. After the womb is in its proper place, it may be necessary to introduce a gallon or two of water to iron out the wrinkles on the inside. Make up some salt solution using 2 tablespoonfuls of salt to the gallon of water. With a piece of half-inch rubber tubing